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Ministry  of  Health  circular  No. 2067  directs  that  interim 
annual  reports  only  shall  be  made  and  that  they  should  be 
confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  report  is  for  1959  it  is  in  the  form  of  a  summary  of 
the  more  important  information. 

1 .  Public  Health  Officers. 

Dr. Trevor  Thomas,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  called  up 
in  September,  1959.  Dr . O.Miall -Smith  has  been  appointed  Acting 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  period  of  his  absence. 

2 .  Statistics . 


The  rateable  value  at  December  31st,  1959  was  £134,188. 

The  Registration  Officer  stated  that  16,754  persons,  were 
living  in  the  town  on  September  20th,  1959. 

There  were  4,176  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1339. 

Nine  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred,  of 
which  five  may  be  attributed  to  prematurity.  292  live  births 
occurred,  56  being  to  evacuee  mothers,  and  24  to  mothers  not 
normally  resident  in  the  town. 

The  figures  given  below  are  subject  to  correction  and  have 
been  adjusted  in  accordance  with  local  information. 

1959. 

Eirth-rate  per  1,090  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 15. 7 
Still  birth=rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  36.5 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population.  7.48 


1938 

16.2 

21.9 

8.1 
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Death-rates  of  infants  under  ^ne  year-- of  age. 

All  infants  rer  1,000  live'  births'. 

Legitimate  infants  ner  1,000  legitimate . live ' births . 
Illegitimate  infants  nor  1,000  illegimate  live  births.' 


1953 

1958 

50.6 

51.4 

28.2 

51.8 

100 

0 

There  were  89  deaths  during  the  year.  Nine  deaths'; 'of  infants 
occurred  under  one  year  of  age. 

f  ■  .  >  ... 

There  was  one  deatfi  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  child  birth 
arid  pregnancy.  The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  is 
.lower  than  it  has  been  for  five  years. 

5.  Hospital. 


Much  time  and  thought  has  been  given  to  the  proposed 
provision  of  an  adequate  hospital  for  the  district.  Arrangements 
to  commence  building  the • hospital  were  virtually  Complete  wheh 
the  war  caused  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  withhold  its  sanction. 


4 .  Infectious  Disease. 


04  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  18  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
notified  during  the  year,  Of  the  Diphtheria  cases  fiyie  were 
notified  in  two  days  from  one  area,  a  carrier  being  responsible 
for  this  small  outbreak.  Having  regard  to  the  large  child 
population  the  figures  are  not  unsatisfactory. 

•  .  i 

161  children  have  been  inoculated  against  Diphtheria  during 
■the  year. 

68  children  under  five  years  of  age  ' 
a the  Clinics.  - 

■;  . 57  children  between  the  age  of  five  *  •  .  ■ 

and  twelve  years  of ‘age  at  the 
Council- .Offices  by  the  Medical. 

Officer  of  Health.  ; 

56  children  between  the  age  of  five  ' 

and  twelve  years  of  age  by  Private 
Practitioners . 
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Twenty-one  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  as  compared 
with  twenty-two  cases  in  1958,  of  the  former  two  cases  were 
removals  into  the  Garden  City.  Notifications  of  other 
notifiable  disease  totalled  seven. 


The  Health  of  school  children  has  been  satisfactory  during 
the  year.  Regulations  issued  in  October,  1359,  require  Doctors 
to  notify  all  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  they  attend. 

A  free  issue  of  Measles  Serum  is  given  to  Doctors  on  application. 
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Water  Sunnly 


Samples  of  the  public  sunnly  taken  at  regular  intervals 
have  all  been  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory. 

6.  Sewage  Pis  no  sal  -  Mimram  Outfa.ll  Scheme. 

Necessary  arrangements  drawn  up  by  the  Council  for  increasing 
the  capacity  of  its  sewage  disposal  plant  have  been  deferred 
by  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  period  of  the  Far . 

7.  Housing. 


Eighteen  houses  are  the  subject  of  current  demolition 
notices.  Provision  for  the  tenants  'was  included  in  Housing 
Scheme  No. 11. 


As  a  result  of  Government  Action  the  Council  has  been 
able  to  comnlete  only  147  of  the  254  houses  provided  for  in 
the-  scheme. 

8 .  Evacuation. 

The  Urban  District  is  a  reception  area.  The  health  of 
the  evacuees,  mainly  children,  has  been  good.  Only  isolated 
cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred.  A  fer  cases  of 
lice,  impetigo  and  scabies  have  been  found.  The  children 
concerned  were  apparently  infected  before  their  arrival  in 
the  town. 

Fifty six  evacuee  births  occurred  in  the  town.  A  Sick 
Biy  was  established  at  the  Old  Cottage  Hospital,  Codicote, 
Welwyn  for  the  treatment  of  scabies,  impetigo  and  vermin. 


3.  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. . 

Samples  of  the  public  water  surply  taken  during  the  year  have 
been  uniformly  pure.  light-  houses  were  provided  with  an 
internal  water  suoply. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  premises  in  the  tovrn  is  satisfactory. 
During  the  year  701  inspections  were  made,  55  informal  notices 
were  served  of  which  five  were  not  complied  ith  and  statutory 
notices  then  served.  Six  statutory  notices  were  served  and 
complied  "ith. 

10. Air  Raid  Precautions. 

At  the  end  of  August  -'’hen  war  appeared  inevitable  the  Pear  tree 
Club  House  was  adapted  and  fitted  up  as  a  First  Aid  Post,  First 
Aid  Party  and  Ambulance  Depot.  Dr. Ross  was  appointed  Medical 

Officer  to  the  Post  and  it  was  manned  by  members  of  the  St.John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  other  A. ,R,P,  Volunteers. 

No. 57  Parkway  was  taken  I or  a  First  Aid  Point. 

In  Sent ember  ae  were  allotted  a  Mobile  Unit  van.  Dr. Murray 
was  appointed  its  Medical  Officer  and  the  personnel  -  mostly 
women  of  the  Nursing  Division  of  the  St.John  Ambulance  Brigade  - 
were  dra-  n  from  volunteers  at  the  Point. 

Later  57  Parkway  became  also  the  Headquarters  of  the  Mobile- 
Unit  and  a  First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance. Depot . 

G.Miall  Smith. 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Welwyn  Garden  City. 
Herts . 
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